Gypsy Moth Alert

Dear Pine Lake property owner,

This is an E-mail alert to a recently found environmental problem.  Gypsy Moth caterpillars have been found on trees on East Pine Lake Lane, Radley Road, and Kilcare Road.  We are asking all property owners to do an inspection of their Oak trees to determine if they are part of the infestation.  If we have a 20 acre problem we can petition the State of Wisconsin to spray our properties.  First some background.

You can determine if you have an infestation by looking at your Oak trees.  Oak, both Red and White is the preferred tree to the moth.  The caterpillar is a gray, fuzzy, 2-3 inch caterpillar worm.  It is found at all levels of the tree, from the ground up to the treetop.  It will be holding tightly to the tree bark often hiding in the deep crevices of the bark.  Today it can be seen forming cocoons of a silky thread in the bark.

The Gypsy moth will completely denude, remove all the tree leaves, in a matter of days when a tree is heavily infested.  We are told a healthy tree can withstand 2 cycles of leaf loss before it dies.  

There are no good home remedies.  It is reported that a tree can be wrapped with a Burlap bag and duck tape stopping the assent of the caterpillar.  Daily removal of the caterpillars is required to prevent them from spreading.  DO NOT HANDLE THE CATERPILLAR WITH BARE FINGERS, the caterpillar is irritating to the human skin.  Use gloves or a tweezers to pick them up.

The State of Wisconsin has a program to spray the infested areas.  It is our understanding that the spray is not an insecticide and is completely harmless to humans and pets.  All major cities in the area are currently part of a spraying program.  To be considered for the State spraying program a land owner or group of landowners must have a minimum of 20 acres of infected area.  As a group we believe we already have identified this minimum acreage.  If we can confirm this acreage the Association will make a group application for a spraying cycle.   We need your immediate input to meet the next spray cycle in October 2003.

Please do the following:

1. Inspect your Oak trees for the caterpillar.

2. Contact your immediate neighbors and have them check their trees (this alert is going out by E-mail only at this time)

3. Contact Judy Kusch if you have any signs of infestations of caterpillars.

(Jack and Judy Kusch N6945 Kilcare Road, Wild Rose, WI 54984, Phone 258-3554, E-mail 

	jgkusch@msn.com

	


We will provide some additional information on the moth, spraying, alternatives, and general information in the coming weeks.  We have notified the Waushara County Ag Agent of the infestation.

Lets see if we can act quickly enough to prevent the further loss of our Oaks.

