THE PINE TIMES              
No. 10 December 2003             Pine Lake Property Owners, Inc.

Welcome to the Pine Lake Homeowners Association fall newsletter.

For those of you who do not know me, I am Jean Medway, your new association president.  I have been a property owner on Pine Lake since 1984 and have had ties to Pine Lake for a considerably longer period of time.  I am a recently retired biology teacher from the Milwaukee area.  Although I still maintain a home in Wauwatosa, I am looking forward to spending more time at Pine Lake than I was able to in the past.

I wish to thank our retiring president, Alan Betz, for the years of dedicated work that he has put into our association and his continued willingness to serve on the board.  My thanks also go to retired member Judy Kusch, who will continue her active participation in our association.

The association has received the Lake Study Report and copies will be available at the annual meeting next July.  Because the report is quite extensive, a hard copy can be purchased for the copying cost.  The report will be available online from our web site: www.kane1.com/pinelake.  The report contains recommendations for improving or maintaining the quality of Pine Lake and points out some sensitive areas along our shoreline.  This will be an important topic at the annual meeting.

This year’s T-shirt sales went very well, thanks to Sarah Kirkhoff and her group of volunteers for their hard work.  If you missed out on a shirt this summer, Sarah will be back next year with a new design.  Sweatshirts will be for sale, too.

If the level of water in Pine Lake continues to drop, we will need to look at boating safety and environmental concerns created by the several years of drought.  I am sure this is a matter of concern to all of us property owners and any practical ideas will be studied.

Please put July 31, 2004 aside and join us at the annual picnic.  We have a committee already hard at work planning for this event.  You will find good food, conversation and fun for the entire family.

For your association to continue to represent Pine Lake property owners, it is important that our number of members remain high.  It is not too late to renew your membership.  If your neighbors are not members, let them know how the association has contributed to the betterment of Pine Lake.  The association is involved in the treatment of Eurasion milfoil, representation at county and township meetings, use of state and independent resource agencies, stocking fish in the lake, and finding grant money to do the lake study.

I am looking forward to meeting you at our annual meeting, if not before then.  Please encourage someone new to join us.  

MILFOIL REPORT

Dates of milfoil surveys in 2003 were July 13, Oct. 11, and Oct. 17, 18 & 19

The battle against Eurasian Water Milfoil (EWM) goes on, with some big successes this past year, but with some challenges still ahead.

Lake & Pond Solutions from Hortonville, WI came to the lake on May 14th and treated the area around the boat landing with 2-4D.  This area was supposedly treated in 2002 by a previous applicator but the Board felt that perhaps some of this area had been missed.  As of Oct. 19th, this area is almost entirely free of EWM.  I found only two small clumps and maybe 8-10 individual plants in an area that historically has been quite troublesome.

The milfoil committee met in early August to discuss the status of EWM.  After an initial survey done in July showed that there were several patches re-emerging off Property #17 and Property #43, it was agreed that a final decision on 2004 treatment options would be predicated on the fall EWM survey.

Several near-perfect weather days in mid-October allowed for the most complete survey in 3 years (see milfoil map for location of EWM colonies).  As stated earlier, the area along the west shore is almost completely free of EWM.  There is one patch just north of the boat landing that is a concern.  A screen was placed over this patch in 2001, which covered and killed about 80% of this patch.  The screen was moved in 2002 closer to the west shore to cover a much larger patch and now the patch that was covered in 2001 has filled in.  It could be covered with one, possibly two screens.

Several individual plants and a few small clumps were observed along the shoreline of the west lobe, but nothing that caused any alarm.  A few clumps of EWM have taken root near the point of the sandbar.  Since so many boats use this area for a variety of reasons (many of the boats coming from off of the lake), it is somewhat surprising that this area has not developed a more serious problem already.

The patches off Properties #17 and #43 have gotten worse since the July survey.  Due to the depth of the water and the size of the patches at #17, screening may not be an option here.  Smaller patches were observed off of Properties #18 and #19, indicating that this patch is beginning to spread down the shoreline.  The patch off of Property #43 is not as big and could possibly be covered with some screens, although it is a scattered, fragmented patch, which makes the effectiveness of the screening process limited.  Several individual plants and small clumps were observed down the east shoreline from Property #43 to Property #55.  Much of this is in larger colonies of Northern Milfoil, but since surveying this area last year, the amount of EWM in this area appears to be somewhat higher.

(Note:  Since the conditions for the milfoil survey this fall were near-perfect, it is possible that some of the observations made were not necessarily new growth, but EWM that has existed for some time and has not been observed up until this time due to surveys done in the past in non-optimal conditions.)

The largest area of concern is an extremely large patch that was found in the middle of the west lobe.  This is an area that is usually quite difficult to survey, due to the wind shop on the lake and/or lack of sun needed to see down to the bottom of the lake.  This patch is estimated to be at least 1000 sq. ft. and is probably bigger than the large patch off of Property #72. If the lake level continues to drop as it has in the past several years, it no doubt will end up in a main boating lane.

Upon review of these findings, the board decided to have Lake & Pond Solutions return to the lake in May and treat the large problem patches with 2-4D.  Screens will be used in areas that are applicable.

In 2002 and 2003 Springwater Township gave the association $1800 to help offset the cost of the milfoil treatments.  Whether the township can or will give us money to offset the 2004 cost is unknown at this time.  The other sources to pay for the herbicide treatments are the Milfoil Fund and, if necessary, the general fund.  The milfoil committee decided in August to again reinstate the “M&M Campaign,” which has brought in over $1400.  Thank you to all of the contributors, as this fund is critical to allowing us to have a ‘rainy day fund’ to cover the costs of expected and unexpected milfoil treatments.

See SENSITIVE AREA MAP for property number locations cited in this article.





Dan Bartelt

FISH PLANTING

The “WE REALLY KARE FISH CLUB” has again planted fish in Pine Lake.  

In November, 1400 walleyes and 200 lbs. Of forage minnows were planted.

Picnic Report

For the second consecutive year the Pine Lake Assn. Picnic was held on a day with perfect weather!  Slightly over 100 people came out to enjoy the day.  Nick and Nancy Lauters’ Square Dance group gave some demonstrations.  A big THANK YOU TO THEM AND TO ALL THE VOLUNTEERS WHO, YEAR AFTER YEAR, HELP TO MAKE THE PICNIC A SUCCESS.  You know who you are.  The picnic could not be held without your help.

The 2004 Picnic will be held:

SATURDAY, JULY 31st
(Rain Date, Sunday Aug. 1st)

The Picnic Committee will meet twice per year, June and August.  Please contact Dan Bartelt to join.  Phone 262-632-2021 (days) or 262-639-4093 (evenings/ weekends).  Email: dan.bartelt@seegermap.com
PINE LAKE HISTORY

By Dan J. Bartelt
(Third in a Series)

Waushara County was

organized on February 15, 1851 by an Act of the State Legislature.  The townships and sections were laid out during that same year.

The first white settlers, Isaac and William Warrick, arrived in what was to become Waushara County in 1848, the same year that Wisconsin became a state.  John Hughes became the first settler in Springwater Township in 1849.  Many of the earliest settlers were squatters, since Deeds and Titles were not yet available.  

Immigration began to increase in the early 1850’s after Waushara County was officially organized.  Many early settlers came from New York and Maine.  Springwater Township received its name in November 1855.  Many of the first settlers were Welsh, followed by Germans and Norwegians.

The first sawmill was established in Saxeville in 1851 and early flourmills were located at Poy Sippi, Pine River, Wautoma and Mount Morris.  Schoolhouses began to be built with frequency in the early 1860’s.  Some of the early industries included cranberries, dairy farming, stage coaching, quarrying and potato farming.  Potatoes became a cash crop as 2.5 million bushels were harvested in the county in 1910.

Pine River, now a sleepy hamlet about 8 miles southeast of Pine Lake, was the early commercial center of Waushara County.  Pine River nearly became the County Seat, but lost in a fairly close vote to Wautoma in 1870.

Through the last half of the 19th century and into the first several decades of the 20th century, the predominant land use around Pine Lake, as well as all of the other lakes in the area, was farming.  An archeological survey done in 1913 of Indian remains said of Pine Lake:  “On nearly all sides save the east, the cultivated fields extend to the edge of the high bank above the water.”  But as America approached the ‘Roaring 20’s,’ several cultural forces were evolving that would forever change the landscape around Pine Lake and most of the other lakes in 

Waushara County.


SENSITIVE AREAS ON PINE LAKE IDENTIFIED

In conjunction with the recently completed two-year Lake Study, the Wisconsin DNR conducted a sensitive shoreline assessment.  A team consisting of a water resources biologist, fisheries biologist, water management specialist, and wild life biologist conducted this assessment.  The lake association provided a pontoon boat and accompanied the group on the tour of the lakeshore.  Eight areas were identified as deserving special attention (see map within the newsletter).  Sensitive area designation is determined if a section of shoreline or lake has a unique characteristic which makes it beneficial to lake wildlife, fish habitat or plant growth.  It doesn’t limit what the landowner can do with the shoreline but alerts him to the unique nature of the shoreline.

The publication, Guidelines for Protecting, Maintaining and Understanding Lake Sensitive Areas and Critical Habitat, provides much information about sensitive shoreline areas.  It can be obtained from the WDNR (gansbm@dnr.state.wi.us), our association website (www.kane1.com/pinelake) or from the Pine Lake Property Owners Association (Bill Powell, N7083 E. Pine Lake Lane, Waupaca, WI  54981).  If you wish a copy please include $2.00 for printing and handling, as we have no budgeted funds for this mailing.  Please note the electronic file is quite large and downloading is not advised.    

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL

If you have forgotten to renew your membership for 2003-2004, please use the form below.  The Spring 2004 Newsletter will NOT be sent to those individuals who have not paid their 2003-2004 dues.  Your mailing label on this newsletter will be highlighted if you have not renewed.  

All lakeshore and adjoining property owners are eligible for membership.  Dues are $20.00 per year.  Please indicate both your property name and fire number for proper crediting of your membership account.  If you have a change of ownership or mailing address, please indicate.

Thank you for continuing to support the Pine Lake Property Owners Association.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Member(s) Name: _____________________________________________________________



   ________________________________________________________________

Pine Lake Property Address: ___________________________________________________




          _____________________________________________________

E-mail address: ______________________ I want the newsletter by E-mail: Yes ___ No __
This is an address change _____          This is my preferred mailing address _____

Mail to:  Bill Powell, PLPOA Treasurer, N7083 E Pine Lake Lane, Waupaca, WI  54981
