Buffer Zones – Who Really Cares??

Perhaps you have read or heard of the term “buffer zone” around Wisconsin lakes.  It’s the land that starts with the waters edge and extends back 75 feet or so from the lake.  As property owners we are being asked to leave this area natural or even recreate a natural setting.  The “why” we need to do this is to preserve a green space, a living area, a home, for those critters of nature that live and nest near the waters edge.  It’s estimated that 90% of all wild life living near water uses this area for its living.  The trees over hanging the water and downed into the water provide cover for fish.  The grasses and reeds buffer the shoreline against erosion.  The trees and grasses are nesting areas as well as food sources for all sorts of animals and birds.  

So is buffer zone protection just for those more natural looking lakes of northern Wisconsin?  Or does it fit with our more urban Pine Lake?  Will we never see shoreline vegetation down to the waters edge or many trees overhanging or falling into the water for the natural look and spawning area for our fish?  We have the natural sand beaches that attracted us to Pine Lake.  We have homes and cottages on narrow lots almost continuously placed around the lake.  But we can do some things.  We can leave most of the bank more or less natural.  We stop cutting the lawn down to the lake edge.  We can keep from rototilling the beach areas.  We can leave some of the safe, dead trees standing.  We CAN do some things.  

Just how much of nature shares our lake with us?  We all know or have seen our eagle and love to watch his (and her) majestic flight.  Many see deer come down to drink.  We see the aftermath of the occasional raiding raccoon.  The antics of the local squirrel. And so many more animals.  I have a nest of Wood ducks in a hollow tree.  I’d like to propose a family project this year.  Keep a list of all the wild life you see around Pine Lake.  Just how many birds, animals and amphibians can you see in one season?  (Maybe this will be come an annual project.)  Write them down as you see them and in the fall send them to the Board and we will compile and publish a list in an upcoming newsletter.  I’ll bet we will all be amazed at how much of nature we shares our lake with us.  We’ll be looking for your list this fall or winter!

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

PHONE SYSTEM UPDATE

The phone company called this week … yes, that’s right, they called us… to say there had been no reported outages this winter.  In the fall they drove a new, deep, grounding pipe at the service box near the Boy Scout Camp entrance.  At that time they stated if we made it through the spring storms then that just might have been the problem.  Well, we haven’t had a lot of storms but we have had some and it seems to be holding.

The service foreman is keeping an eye on it for us.  If you do have an outage, please call the phone company but also report it to Jan Powell (258-2663) or Alan Betz (258-9650) or Judy Kusch (258- 3554).  This way we can keep an outage log ourselves and keep the pressure up on them.  Hope you still can call Ma Bell!

